Surgically treated cases of mixed hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma.
The mixed type of combined hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma is particularly rare. Hepatic resection was performed for two patients with mixed hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma. In case 1, a 55-year-old Japanese man was found to have a hepatic tumor on ultrasonography. Since ultrasonically-guided needle biopsy revealed that the tumor was poorly differentiated hepatocellular carcinoma, the patient underwent a limited hepatic resection. Histologic and immunohistochemical examination revealed that the tumor had elements of both hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma. Six months after surgery, the patient died of systemic recurrences. In case 2, a 58-year-old man was found by ultrasonography to have a hepatic tumor occupying the entire right hepatic lobe. Computed tomography revealed that the tumor had a portal tumor thrombus. The diagnosis of hepatocellular carcinoma was made because of a markedly elevated serum alpha-fetoprotein concentration, and a right hepatic lobectomy was performed. Histologic and immunohistochemical examination confirmed that the lesion was mixed hepatocellular and cholangiocellular carcinoma. The patient died of multiple recurrent tumors in the remnant liver 3 months after surgery. Surgical control of mixed hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma is difficult.